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It is an interesting question of why 

we harm our own people, why we some-
times insist they have to prove their 
own innocence, and why we fail our 
own simply because the Federal Gov-
ernment is too large, too inflexible to 
be creative, to be just, and to be fair. 

One last comment about Gene. His 
family raised on this property sugar 
beets. I am not a farmer, but it does 
not take a rocket scientist, either, to 
understand you cannot raise a root 
crop in a wetlands. Some day I wish 
the Federal Government would learn 
that as well. 

f 

DELPHI 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, tonight I 
rise on behalf of both current and re-
tired Delphi workers in my district and 
around our Nation who are suffering 
from the financial woes of the largest 
automotive parts manufacturer in the 
country. Unfortunately, these Delphi 
workers are but the latest victims in a 
series of tragedies for the American 
worker. What we are currently wit-
nessing, the bankruptcy and subse-
quent reorganization of Delphi is the 
fallout from regrettable trade agree-
ments like NAFTA, and CAFTA, and 
the accompanying influence of some 
elected officials who are for globalized 
big business at the expense of the 
American people, big business built on 
low wages, no benefits, and no worker 
safety. 

Job loss is also due to major auto 
firms’ leadership and executive boards 
who failed to make fuel efficient vehi-
cles that Americans and the world 
want to buy. So our workers suffer. 

Delphi’s most recent proposal is to 
lower wages from $27 an hour to $22 an 
hour through 2007, and then to $16.50 
thereafter. This would be a 40 percent 
cut in middle-class wages. 

On Friday, Delphi filed a motion in 
bankruptcy court asking a judge to 
void its labor contracts. But how can 
you ask American workers to compete 
with a country like Japan which keeps 
its markets closed, the second largest 
market in the world? How can you ask 
our workers to compete with poverty 
level wages in Mexico and China? And 
how can you ask our workers to com-
pete when big firms outsource every-
thing to avoid paying workers what 
they justly deserve? 

Late last year, Congressman GEORGE 
MILLER, ranking member of the Edu-
cation and Workforce Committee, took 
the initiative to hold hearings on this 
subject. 

I want to make sure this evening 
that many of the workers’ voices from 
my district are heard, like Mary Pat 
Bishoff of Marblehead, who said, ‘‘My 
husband is 49 and has 32 years in at 
Delphi. He got sick and has been off 
since October. With only 5 years left on 
our first mortgage and 8 years on the 

second, we had to refinance and take 
them up to 30 years just to survive. 
This will force us to pay $733.11 a 
month instead of the $152.11 we were 
paying. We are faced with a decision as 
so many others are, should he retire 
and risk losing his pension? Or, if he 
stays and they cut pay, that means 
sick pay will also go down and we will 
lose our home.’’ What kind of a choice 
is that? 

David Saylor of Port Clinton said, ‘‘I 
retired from the GM assembly plant at 
Lordstown, Ohio in December of 1987, 
with the promise I would have com-
plete health care coverage for life. 
Well, I will now have to pay $21 month-
ly, and that will greatly impact me 
since I took an early retirement and do 
not have the full 30-year retirement 
benefit.’’ 

Raymond Stahl of Vermillion, Ohio 
said, ‘‘They are shutting down the 
plant I work at and are moving it. Now 
I am out of a good paying job, and at 
my age it is going to be hard to even 
get another job let alone one that pays 
so well. America comes first, not over-
seas.’’ 

Andrew Briscar, another Ohioan, 
said, ‘‘I worked very hard for 20 years 
at the Delphi Packard Electric to get 
to a point where I can make a com-
fortable living for myself and my son. 
Now Delphi Packard Electric wants to 
cut my pay and benefits to a level that 
a young man or woman might make 
just coming out of high school.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, workers who dedicate 
years of service to a company should be 
able to count on a decent retirement 
and measure of economic security. This 
Congress must step up with meaningful 
pension reform to help secure pensions 
and encourage companies to continue 
providing them. 

The Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration should have been reinfused 
with funds long ago with its $23 billion 
deficit, and we ought to be renegoti-
ating trade agreements like NAFTA 
and CAFTA that continue to cash out 
good American jobs. Opponents said 
these jobs would go south, and they 
surely have, with GM now being Mexi-
co’s being largest employer. And it is 
no surprise that companies like Delphi, 
GM’s biggest supplier, are following 
them. 

I have spoken with Delphi manage-
ment, and our delegation is doing ev-
erything possible to keep these Delphi 
jobs in America, but we need a major-
ity of Members here dedicated to that 
purpose. I have invited Chairman Steve 
Miller of Delphi to tour the Sandusky 
Delphi facility and to meet with key 
employees and public officials, and he 
has yet to take me up on that offer. 

Mr. Speaker, I would encourage the 
Members to sign on to the Balancing 
Trade Act of 2005 which I have intro-
duced to ask our trade ambassador to 
come back to us with recommendations 
to write all of these trade deficits that 
we are incurring with other trading 
countries around the world. America 
simply must put ourselves back in a 
positive trade balance status. 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIRMAN 
OF COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

FORTENBERRY) laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
chairman of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure; which 
was read and, without objection, re-
ferred to the Committee on Appropria-
tions and ordered to be printed: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, April 5, 2006. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House, H232 Capitol, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Enclosed are copies of 

resolutions adopted on April 5, 2006 by the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. Copies of the resolutions are being 
transmitted to the Department of the Army. 

Sincerely, 
DON YOUNG, 

Chairman. 
Enclosures. 

RESOLUTION—DOCKET 2748—LOWER KAWEAH 
DISTRIBUTARY SYSTEM, CALIFORNIA 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the United 
States House of Representatives, That the 
Secretary of the Army is requested to review 
the report of the Chief of Engineers on the 
Sacramento-San Joaquin Basin Streams, 
California, published as House Document No. 
367, 81st Congress, and other pertinent re-
ports to determine whether any modifica-
tions of the recommendations contained 
therein are advisable at the present time, in 
the interest of flood damage reduction, and 
related purposes in the Lower Kaweah Dis-
tributary System, California. 

RESOLUTION—DOCKET 2749—CEDAR RIVER, 
TIME CHECK AREA, CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the United 
States House of Representatives, That the 
Secretary of the Army is requested to review 
the report of the Chief of Engineers on the 
Iowa and Cedar Rivers, Iowa and Minnesota, 
published as House Document 166, 89th Con-
gress, 1st Session, and other pertinent re-
ports, to determine whether any modifica-
tions to the recommendations contained 
therein are advisable at the present time in 
the interest of flood damage reduction, eco-
system restoration, recreation, and related 
purposes along the Cedar River in Cedar Rap-
ids, Iowa. 

RESOLUTION—DOCKET 2750—NAVIGATIONAL 
SAFETY, DELAWARE RIVER, PENNSYLVANIA 
Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure of the United 
States House of Representatives, That the 
Secretary of the Army is requested to review 
the report of the Chief of Engineers on the 
Delaware River and its tributaries, Pennsyl-
vania, New Jersey and New York, published 
as House Document 179, 73rd Congress, 2nd 
Session, the report of the Chief of Engineers 
on the Delaware River published as House 
Document 522, 87th Congress, 2nd Session, 
and other pertinent reports to determine 
whether any modifications of the rec-
ommendations contained therein are advis-
able at the present time in the interest of 
improved navigational safety. 

RESOLUTION—DOCKET 2751—COOS BAY, 
OREGON 

Resolved by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the United 
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